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SHIPTON GORGE VILLAGE HALL TRUST 

Charity No 291996 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 

held in Shipton Gorge Village Hall 

on Wednesday 10th April 2019 at 7.30 pm 

Trustees present : Tony Mallett (Chairman), Tony Lock (Treasurer), Sue Porter (Minutes Secretary), 

Graham Garner, Sally Parker, Kate Chomacki, Richard Hewlett and Christine Huxtable. In addition 

Yvette Smith was present representing the Parochial Church Council (as James Webster unable to 

attend). 

Members of the public present : Andrew Haydon 

1. Apologies for absence :   

Apologies were received from Mary Boughton, James Webster, Chris Griffiths-Hardman, Eddie 

Buck, Jane Mallett and David Bass.  

 

2. To approve the minutes of the previous AGM held on 4th April 2018 

 The minutes were agreed unanimously.  

 

3. Chairman’s report 

Tony Mallett gave his report as Chairman for the year ending 31 December 2018. 

(Attachment 1). 

 

4. Treasurer’s report 

Tony Lock  gave his report as Treasurer for the period 1 January – 31 December 2018. 

(Attachment 2). 

 

5. Election of Trustees 

The following Trustees indicated that they were prepared to serve another year and their re-

election was proposed by Chris Huxtable and seconded by Yvette Smith : Graham Garner, 

Richard Hewlett, Tony Lock, Tony Mallett and Sue Porter. They were elected unopposed. 

 

6. Election of Independent Examiner of Accounts 

Robert Pettit has agreed to stand for another year in this role and his election was proposed by 

Tony Lock and seconded by Tony Mallett. It was agreed that a garden voucher to the value of 

£35 be purchased by Tony Lock and given to Mr Pettitt as thanks for his work as Examiner of the 

Accounts. 

 

7. Any Other Business 

There was none, and the meeting closed at 8:20 pm. 
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Attachment 1 

Chairman’s Report for the AGM on 10th April 2019 
 
Good evening everyone, and welcome to this Annual General Meeting of the village hall trust. 
 
By way of a brief introduction, the trust is a charity responsible for the upkeep of the hall. We do this 
by raising income (from hire charges and fund raising) and use this money to cover the hall’s 
outgoings (which recently have included a significant outlay on maintenance and repair). These 
activities are managed by a management committee of 10 trustees, who are all volunteers. 
 
During the year that ended on 31 December 2018 we  held an AGM and 5 business meetings, the 

minutes of which can be found on the village website. 

Use of the hall continued apace over that time, with bookings from the Table Tennis Club, the Village 
Society, Shipton Gorge Heritage, the Parish Council, the Parochial Church Council, New Inn Support, 
Bride Valley Ladies Choir, two dance groups and a dog training class. The support of these groups is 
greatly appreciated and means that the hall is generally occupied for one or two sessions each 
weekday.  
 
The hall is also used at weekends for various private functions and is the venue for the annual village 
show (organised by the Village Society) and Apple Day (organised by Shipton Gorge Heritage Ltd). 
 
The trustees also staged several fundraising events during the year, including two Artsreach 
productions and a “fun monopoly evening”. 
 
The Artsreach events were organised by trustee Kate Chomaki and were very well attended by 
audiences drawn both from within the village and more widely from the Bridport area. Our thanks 
go to Kate for selecting these shows and making the evenings work so well. 
 
The monopoly evening was a humorous, illustrated tour of the sights and history of London, played 
live on a Monopoly board. Written and presented by local Bob Ayers, a qualified London tour guide, 
it was also a great success and we thank Bob for his help with this. 
 
Fundraising by the trust also benefits from a 100 Club, organised by trustee Graham Garner and 
assisted by his wife Lesley, which holds a monthly prize draw with surplus funds contributing 
towards our finances. Graham also took over as hall bookings manager towards the end of 2018 
following the retirement of trustee Doris Benselin, who had helped run the hall for the best part of 
30 years. Our thanks go to Doris for everything she did during that time, and to Graham for taking 
over as our point of contact with hirers. 
 
With Doris’ departure we have a vacancy which I hope we can soon fill. 
 
As mentioned in my introduction, there are a total of 10 trustees who have looked after the hall’s 
affairs over the year. I have already mentioned Kate, Doris and Graham – but the others working 
behind the scenes also deserve our thanks. They are: 
 
Tony Lock, who as Treasurer puts a lot of time in managing our financial matters and who will 
present a brief overview of our income and expenditure in a few minutes time; 
 
Sue Porter who is our Meetings Secretary ably deals with our administrative activities; 
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Richard Hewlett, a trustee and past-Chair of this group who provides an important link to decisions 
taken previously by the committee; 
 
Cllr Christine Huxtable who represents the Parish Council on the trust; 
 
Sally Parker, representing the Village Society, who also helps keep the hall clean and tidy; and 
 
James Webster, supported by Yvette Smith, who represent the PCC. 
 
All of these people commit their time and enthusiasm doing odd jobs, grass cutting, setting-up for 
events, running the bar and everything else necessary to keep the hall functioning. My thanks to 
them all for their help last year. 
 
Looking ahead, we are set for yet another busy and probably costly year, with roof repairs and a fire 
risk assessment already completed in recent months and redecoration of the exterior of the hall to 
follow. 
 
If you are interested in learning more about the hall and its trustees please come and talk to us, or 
collect a copy of our annual report from the table at the back of the hall or visit our page on the 
village website. 
 
Tony Mallett, Chairman 
10/04/19 
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