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SHIPTON GORGE VILLAGE HALL 

Charity No 291996 

 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 

held in SGVH on Wednesday 4th April 2018 at 7.30 pm 

 

Trustees present : Tony Mallett (Chairman), Tony Lock (Treasurer), Sue Porter (Minutes Secretary), 

Graham Garner, Doris Benselin, Sally Parker, Kate Chomacki, Richard Hewlett, James Webster and 

Yvette Smith. 

There were no other attendees. 

1. Apologies for absence :   

Apologies were received from Mary Boughton (Chairman of the Parish Council) and Christine 

Huxtable. 

 

2. To approve the minutes of the previous AGM held on 19th April 2017 

Minute no. 5 from the meeting needed alteration to remove the names of TL and KC as they 

were co-opted, not elected, trustees. The minutes were then agreed unanimously.  

 

3. Chairman’s report 

TM gave his report for the year (Attachment 1). 

 

4. Treasurer’s report 

TL gave his report for the year (Attachment 2). 

 

5. Election of Trustees 

The following Trustees were prepared to serve another year and their re-election was proposed 

by RH and seconded by TL : Richard Hewlett, Tony Mallett, Doris Benselin, Sue Porter, Graham 

Garner. 

 

6. Election of Independent Examiner of Accounts 

Robert Pettit has agreed to stand for another year in this role and his election was proposed by 

Tony Lock and seconded by Tony Mallett. It was agreed that a garden voucher to the value of 

£30 be purchased by TL and given to Mr Pettitt as thanks for his work as Examiner of the 

Accounts. 

 

7. Any Other Business 

There was none. 
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Attachment 1 

 
Shipton Gorge Village Hall Trust 

Charity No. 291996 
 

Chairman’s Report for the AGM on 4th April 2018 
 
Good evening, and welcome everyone to this Annual General Meeting. 
 
By way of introduction, Shipton Gorge Village Hall Trust is a charity established to run the village hall 
and ensure that it is maintained and available for the use by residents of the village and surrounding 
areas for educational, recreational and related purposes. This arrangement was initially set up in 
1985 as part of a 35 year Lease and Trust Deed agreed between The Salisbury Diocesan Board of 
Finance and The Trustees of Shipton Gorge Village Hall, and amended subsequently in 1991 when 
the period of the lease was extended to the end of 2083 – so the Deed has another 65 years 
remaining. 
 
Further background on the history of the hall can be found on the village hall page of the village 
website. 
 
Day-to-day running of the hall is managed by a committee of trustees, following instructions 

contained in the Trust Deed, which comprises 5 members elected by attendees at the AGM, 3 

members representing village organisations (the Parish Council, the Parochial Church Council and 

the Village Society), together with up to 2 additional two co-opted members. The trustees are all 

volunteers. 

 
I’m pleased to say that the last 12 months has been another busy year for us and for the hall, which 
was used regularly both by individuals and organisations from within the parish and the surrounding 
area. This included Shipton Gorge Table Tennis Club; Shipton Gorge Village Society; Shipton Gorge 
Heritage Ltd; Shipton Gorge Parish Council; New Inn Support Ltd; Bride Valley Ladies Choir; two 
dance groups; and a dog training class. The hall was also used for the annual village show and fete, 
church fund raising events, various social get-togethers, private events and as a polling station. We 
are grateful for continuing support from all of these groups, who provide us with important income 
without which the hall would not be able to function. 
 
But of course, with such a busy schedule, someone has to manage the bookings. And for that we are 
grateful to Doris Benselin, who oversees use of the hall, the sale of tickets for events and making the 
door key available to hirers. So, Doris, thank you for taking care of that for us. 
 
In addition to income from rental of the hall, the trustees also stage a number of fundraising events, 
which in the last 12 months included two Artsreach productions and two educational talks. 
 
The Artsreach events, which took place in November 2017 and February 2018, were organised by 
Kate Chomaki and were well attended. Kate puts a lot of effort into selecting these shows, and has 
to balance the type of event we can physically stage in the hall with the tastes of our local audience 
and the scale of production. I’d like to thank her for successfully walking that tightrope and making 
these evenings a success. 
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The talks organised by the committee had a local theme, with Bruce Upton giving us a fascinating 
insight last April of village life in Shipton in the 1840s coupled with a light-hearted look at some of 
Dorset’s odder places and objects. Then in September we welcomed local photographer Colin 
Varndell who described some “Highlights from a Wildlife Garden” – his garden, to be more precise, 
in local West Dorset. 
 
Other fundraising involves the 100 Club, ably run by Graham Garner and assisted by Leslie who have 
both trudged many miles over the year distributing prize money to winners both near and far. 
 
As mentioned in my introduction, there are a total of 10 trustees who have looked after the hall’s 
affairs over the year. I have already mentioned Doris, Kate and Graham – but the others working 
behind the scenes to make sure the hall runs smoothly also deserve our thanks. These are: 
 
Richard Hewlett, our immediate past-Chair who provides an important source of continuity with past 
activities and decisions taken by the committee; 
 
Christine Huxtable who represented the Parish Council; 
 
Tony Lock, who as treasurer manages our financial matters and keeps us on the financial ‘straight 
and narrow’; 
 
Sally Parker, representing the Village Society, who also keeps the hall clean and tidy and helps us 
spot any problems that might affect users; 
 
Sue Porter who covers the admin side of our meetings, distributing meeting agenda and taking down 
the minutes, and circulating these around the committee; and 
 
James Webster, supported by Yvette Smith, who represented the PCC. 
 
And I should point out that as well as their responsibilities within the committee, everyone willingly 
gives their time to help with odd jobs, grass cutting, getting the hall set-up for events, running the 
bar and all of the other behind-the-scenes jobs necessary to keep the hall functioning. 
 
Further background on the hall and its trustees is in our Annual Report, which can be found on the 
village website. 
 
 
Tony Mallett 
Chairman 
04/04/18 
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Attachment 2 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT FOR THE 2018 AGM 

 

The financial statements for 2017 present the figures by activity, showing the surplus after expenses 
against each heading. 
 
Hall income was slightly down at £3,690 for the year, although in reality this was most likely a matter 
of timing with the income in 2016 being exceptionally high compared to 2015 and 2014. All of the 
principal users continued to support the hall throughout the year. Hall outgoings were generally in 
line with 2016, with the exception of maintenance costs. Ln 2017 two major repair projects were 
undertaken, the replacement of the double fire escape doors (cost £1,775) and repairs to the roof 
and the rear soakaway (cost £1,000). A further £500 was spent on smaller projects. The net result 
was that expenditure on the hall exceeded hall income by £1,652, which was funded by our other 
activities. 
 
Our fundraising activities and other sources of income raised f1-,773, including £600 from the village 
100 club, £305 from Artsreach productions and £235 from talks held at the hall. 
 
After charging other expenses of £177 there was a small deficit of £56 for the year. However this 
was essentially caused by the unusually high expenditure on the hall itself and does not indicate a 
structural shortfall of income. After allowing for this deficit the Trust has retained reserves of 
£11,004 which are available to meet future needs if required. 
 
Tony Lock 
Treasurer 
4th April 2018 


