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SHIPTON GORGE VILLAGE HALL (SGVH) 

Charity No. 29996 

 

Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting 

held on 4th April 2018 following the AGM 

 

Present: Tony Mallett (TM), Richard Hewlett (RH), Doris Benselin (DB), Graham Garner (GG), Sally 

Parker (SPa), Kate Chomacki (KC), Tony Lock (TL), Sue Porter (SPo), James Webster (JW) and Yvette 

Smith (YS). 

1. Apologies for absence  

Apologies were received from Christine Huxtable (CH). 

 

2. Election of Chairman 

Tony Mallett volunteered to continue as Chairman for another year and was elected 

unanimously. Proposed by SPa and seconded by RH. 

3. Co-option of Trustee(s) 

TL and KC volunteered to continue for another year and were elected unanimously. 

Proposed by RH and seconded by YS. 

 

4. Signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

All trustees present signed the declaration. TM would contact CH and invite her to sign. 

 

5. Election of Trustees to positions of Responsibility 

• Treasurer – Tony Lock was elected unanimously. Proposed RH seconded TM; 

• Minutes Secretary – Sue Porter was elected unanimously. Proposed TM seconded 

GG; 

• Hall Bookings – Doris Benselin was elected unanimously. Proposed SPo seconded 

Spa; 

• Hall Cleaning – Sally Parker was elected unanimously. Proposed TM seconded RH; 

• 100 Club – Graham Garner was elected unanimously. Proposed SPo seconded TM; 

• Artsreach – Kate Chomacki was elected unanimously. Proposed RH seconded Spa. 

 

YS commented that she had been asked by the PCC to attend meetings when JW was not 

available. 

 

6. Approval of minutes of meeting held on 7th February 2018 

The minutes were approved unanimously and signed. 

 

7. Matters arising from the minutes 

• Long discussions took place regarding the cause and effect of the dampness in the 

hall. This is to be further discussed at the next meeting. 
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• RH had investigated the need for a risk assessment on the hall, and would present 

his findings at the next meeting. 

 

8. Chairman’s report 

We have been invited to participate in the Annual Parish Assembly on 11th April. TM will 

attend to discuss our work with any parishioners that are interested. 

 

TM had responded to SGVS (Simon Cleveland) regarding an entry from the hall for the 2018 

“Best Small Village” competition, highlighting improvement works completed in the past 12 

months (new entrance lock, new fire doors, soakaway work, roof repairs) and explaining that 

these help us offer users a secure and welcoming space at the hall. The decision by Parish 

Council to site defibrillator on one of the external walls of the hall was also mentioned. 

 

Correspondence had been received from DCC concerning the Section 106 grant money used 

previously to update hall heating, asking if the work was completed. Discussed with RH, and 

responded that this was the case. 

 

The hall corner cupboard had been emptied of old DIY materials and now contains stage 

assembly tools and supplies for hall events. Keys are with TM, TL and KC. 

 

A PDF copy of our 2017 Annual Report had been placed on the village website.  

 

9. Treasurer’s report 

TL presented accounts for the three months to 31st March 2018.  Hall income looks to be 

ahead of last year, with a particularly strong showing from the Table Tennis Club.  However 

this can fluctuate, and, for example, we have income from one election in the current year, 

whereas last year there were two, but later in the year.  It is not therefore certain that the 

full year outcome will be significantly different to last year. 

 

Gas and electricity costs are in line with expectations for the winter quarter.  Cleaning costs 

are now being charged on a calendar month basis which has caused a slight increase in this 

quarter.  Maintenance costs relate to the annual fire extinguisher service and replacement 

of the front door lock which jammed. 

 

The only fund raising activity in the quarter was the Artsreach performance, No Petticoats 

Here, which produced a surplus of £156. 

 

The net result for the quarter was a surplus of £375, and our reserves now stand at £11,379. 

 

Following the system established last year the hourly rate for cleaning is due to increase in 

April in line with the annual increase in CPI.  This figure will be announced in mid April, but 

based on the February figure is likely to be in the order of 2.5%. 

 

TL reported that the online banking form signed at the previous meeting had been 

processed and is operating.  He produced current bank statements to file with the final 

(signed) minutes. 

 

TL also reported that a further enquiry had been received from the HMRC Valuation Office 
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about the lease and rent terms for the hall, presumably in connection with the rateable 

value.  An online form had been completed and we await further developments, although 

we have also recently received the annual rates bill which confirms that we receive 80% 

mandatory rates relief and 20% discretionary relief and therefore pay nothing. 

 

It was agreed that an honorarium of £30 should be presented to Robert Pettit for the 

examination of the annual accounts.  TL was instructed to purchase National Garden Scheme 

vouchers for this purpose. 

 

10. Fundraising  

• The annual Artreach promoter’s meeting in May will be attended by KC and, if 

possible, SPo. KC will report at the next meeting the selection of events and dates 

we have requested. 

• Plans were in-hand for Bob Ayers “Mainly Monopoly” talk on Saturday 19th May. TM 

gave an outline of the event, and reported that he had placed ads in the BVN and 

applied for a TEN. It was agreed that that the charge for entry would be £4 per 

person. 

• TM had discussed with Chris Griffith-Hardman the possibility of a talk on the work of 

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Chris G-H has suggested the name and 

biographical details of a potential speaker, which were circulated during the 

meeting. It was agreed that this sounded like a good idea, and that February 2019 

might be the time to hold the talk. TM to follow-up. 

• Other fundraising ideas included a Winter Fayre and a “fun dog show” / afternoon 

tea event. 

 

11. Grass cutting rota 2018 

Thanks were given to RH for completing the first cut of the season. The other volunteers 

from last year agreed to continue through 2018 (rota attached to these minutes). 

 

12. Any other business 

There was none. 

 

13. Date of next meeting 

To be held on Wednesday 13th  June 2018 at 7.30pm. 
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Shipton Gorge Village Hall 

Grass cutting rota – 2018  

 

Month   Name 

 

March   Richard 

April   Tony L 

May   Tony M 

June   Graham 

July   Tony M 

August   Tony L 

September  Richard 

October  Graham 

November  Tony M 

 

Use the Qualcast rotary mower and strimmer in the shed. The manuals are hanging on a hook.  

The mower and strimmer are powered using the same interchangeable lead. However, it’s not quite 

long enough if power is taken from the socket in the lobby. There’s an extension lead in the kitchen in 

the bottom drawer under the central heating boiler. 

A fortnightly cut and strim is normally sufficient. During very dry weather and in March and November 

only one cut per month is likely to be needed. 

Please don’t tip grass cuttings into the adjacent field. Use the black bags in the shed and take the 

cuttings away and dispose of them. 

Please contact Tony (898701) if you have any problem with the grass cutting equipment. 

Don’t use the equipment if you have any concern about its safety. 


