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SHIPTON GORGE VILLAGE HALL TRUST 
Charity No. 291996 

 

Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting  
held on 13th June 2018 

 
 

Present:   Tony Mallett (TM), Richard Hewlett (RH), Doris Benselin (DB), Kate Chomacki 
(KC),  Tony Lock (TL), Sally Parker (Spa), Sue Porter (SPo), Christine Huxtable 
(CH), Yvette Smith (YS) 
 

1.  Apologies for absence – Graham Garner (GG), James Webster (JW) 
 
2. Items for AOB 

- Question from the Parish Council regarding possible provision of broadband in the 
hall 
- Donation received in memory of Nesta Symes  
- Bar stocks 
- To note the date of the village show and fete  

 
3.  Approval of minutes of AGM and meeting held on 4th April 2018 
 Both sets of minutes were approved unanimously and signed. 
 
4. Matters arising from the minutes 

- Chris Griffiths-Hardman (CG-H) still intends to pursue the possibility of a talk from a 
contact at The War Graves Commission 
- TM had spoken to CG-H re a Winter Fayre but the amount of work it would require 
to organise made it a non-starter. The possibility of a Dog Show next year would be 
actively pursued by TM, Jane Mallett and KC. 

 
5. Chairman’s report 

TM had attended the Annual Parish Assembly on April 11th. The head of each village 
organisation was asked to summarise its activities, and he had covered recent 
improvements made to the hall and described the diversity of its user-base. The 
event was well attended, with perhaps 45-50 parishioners present. 

 
Following presentation of our accounts for 2017 at the AGM, he had completed our 
on-line Annual Return to the Charity Commission for 2017 (summarising the Trust’s 
year-end financial position and names of the Trustees) in April. 

 
A cheque for £159 had been received in memory of Nesta Symes. He written to the 
Symes family, thanking them for the donation, and suggested that the money might 
be spent on something in keeping with Nesta’s interests (discussed further under 
item 11). 

 
Ahead of implementation of the General Data Protection Regulation on 25th May, 
TM had asked all Trustees to let him know if they were happy for their personal 
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details (name, address, phone number, date of birth) to be retained in the Trust’s 
records; everyone had affirmed this was acceptable. He had also updated the 
“Declaration of Acceptance of Office” pro-forma (for use from April 2019 onwards), 
which now states that this information would be held securely and used solely to 
allow the Trust to meet its legal obligations. 

 
The kitchen grill had stopped during the SG Heritage Ltd breakfast morning. A 
domestic repair company had checked the appliance and replaced an internal fuse, 
and it was now working again. 

 
A one page summary describing the hall and its availability for use by groups and 
individuals from within the village had been prepared for inclusion in an updated 
“new welcome residents pack” being put together by SPa. 

  
 
6.  Treasurer’s report 
  

TL circulated the accounts for the 5 months to 31st May 2018 (attached). 
 

ln the two months from 1st April to 31st May we have made a surplus of £1,345 due 
to a combination of very high hall hire receipts, a donation, and a very successful 
function in the hall. 

 
Hall hire income includes a payment of £525 from the Circle Dancers covering the 6 
month period to 29th March 2018. The Table Tennis Club has also continued at a high 
level, although it is expected that this will tail off over the summer period. As a result 
we already have income of £2,526 this year compared with £3,690 for the whole of 
last year. Hall expenses other than maintenance are in line with last year. 
Maintenance in April and May includes £51 on cooker repairs to deal with a problem 
which arose during the recent breakfast event. 

 
We received a substantial donation (£159) which came from the collection at Nestor 
Symes funeral. 

 
Bob Ayers, monopoly talk produced surplus of £255, with a good attendance, and of 
course the fact that Bob gives his services for nothing. lt would be good to find a way 
to show the Committee’s appreciation, but it was accepted that any form of 
monetary reward would not be accepted by Bob. 

 
ln the "Other outgoings" in the accounts, Sundries represents an honorarium of £30 
to Robert Pettit for his auditing services. Garden vouchers to this value have been 
sent to Robert with a letter of thanks. 

 
Our total surplus for the year to date amounts to £1,725, bringing our total reserves 
at 31st May to £12,725. However, we are committed to spending at least £1,5S0 on 
the damp problem with no guarantee that more cost will not arise. 
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£3,000 has been moved to the bank deposit account, although the interest remains 
derisory. 

 
 
7.  Secretary’s report 

Nothing to report 
 
8. Bookings Report 

The usual bookings continue as normal.  Other bookings taken are for a party, the 
Fete and a talk by Colin Varndell on 10th Nov on hedgehogs.  

 
9.  100 Club 
 Nothing to report.  
 GG to issue the 2018/19 tickets and delivery rotas at the next meeting. 
 
10.  Artsreach 

KC was unable to attend the Promoters’ Evening. However, from the programme she 
has selected a variety of events running from Oct to March. Artsreach will tell us 
which, if any, we have been allocated. 
 
DB is standing down from taking bookings for Artsreach shows and from manning 
the door at events. KC thanked her for undertaking these tasks ever since Artsreach 
commenced and the committee gave a well-deserved vote of thanks. 
 
KC will check the Artsreach website to confirm that the information given regarding 
car parking is correct. 
 

11.   Hall improvement works 
The start of work to alleviate the damp problem had been delayed and Mark Parsons 
was now expected to commence in mid-August. 
SPa offered to list and check the hall cutlery and crockery and discard any chipped or 
broken items. TM will clean the hall’s wine and beer glasses (home dishwasher). 

 
12.  Hall risk assessment 

RH reported that he had looked at the HSE information and guidance on this subject. 
He distributed copies of examples showing what the RA should cover, together with 
a draft policy and RA. Trustees were asked to come back to the next meeting with 
any additions or changes when the policy and RA would be put forward for approval/ 
adoption. 
Part of the RA requires Portable Electrical Equipment to be inspected regularly and, 
in most cases, would require a portable appliance test (PAT). The HSE provide 
information and guidance which RH distributed. It was agreed that RH would create 
a list of all portable electrical equipment in the hall, including items owned by others 
but which are used in the hall. The list would include a proposed inspection regime 
which would be widened to include other inspection tasks (of a non-electrical 
nature) that need to be undertaken regularly.  
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13.  Any other business 
 Broadband 

The Clerk to the Parish Council had contacted TM asking for a formal view on the 
feasibility of installing a telephone line and broadband connection in the hall; this 
followed informal discussions with the Chair of the PC over the past year or so. TM 
asked for comments. There was general acceptance that while such a move might 
allow the Clerk to work in the hall and deal with an increasing volume of electronic 
correspondence, discussions with BT Openreach in 2009-10 suggested the cost 
would be prohibitive (around £8,000; see attachment) and divert reserves away 
from other planned maintenance work. It was noted that discussion within the PC 
suggested that grants might be available to support the installation although precise 
details were not known. It was also unclear if the hall committee could or should 
enter into contracts for the installation and on-going supply of a service that would 
be used mainly by another party (i.e. the PC), while doubts were expressed over 
whether having broadband in the hall would be of benefit to villagers in general 
given the rollout of “superfast” in Shipton two years ago. Overall the costs appeared 
to outweigh the benefit. TM will write to the PC summarising these points. 

  
Donation 
After discussion it was agreed that the donation received in memory of Nesta Symes 
would be used to restock items of crockery for the kitchen, and SPa will advise on 
what is needed. 

 
Bar stocks 
No supplies of wine or beer remained following the recent fund raising evening. 
These will be replenished by the committee on an as-needed basis. 

 
SGVS Show and Fete 
This event will take place on 4th August, and we will be running a tombola and Pimms 
table. An insert requesting bottled or tinned items for the tombola will appear in the 
July BVN, and it was suggested that members also ask friends and neighbours if they 
have anything to donate. 

 
14.  Date of next meeting 

22nd August 2018 at 7.30pm. 
Apology in advance received from SPa.
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