
 

 

SHIPTON GORGE PARISH COUNCIL 

A Meeting of the Shipton Gorge Parish Council was held 
7.00pm on Thursday 8th January 2026 

at Shipton Gorge Village Hall 
 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Councillors Present: 
Cllr Paul Thimont (Chair)     
Cllr Elizabeth Forte 
Cllr Martine Simmonds  
 
Also Present    
Ms Debbie Hollings (Clerk)  
                                                                                                                            
1. To Receive apologies for absence  

Apologies were received from Cllr Simon Crafter (Vice-Chair) and Dorset Council Councillor Sally Holland 
 
2.    To Receive Declarations of interest and requests for dispensations  

No declarations of interest received or dispensation requests. 

3.   Democratic Time 
 

No members of the public were in attendance. 
 
4.  Approval of minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 13th November 2025.  

Following a small amendment to a surname, Cllr Thimont proposed that the minutes were an accurate record.     
Cllr Simmonds seconded, and all councillors agreed.   

 
5.  Matters arising since the previous meeting not part of this Agenda.    

      Cllr Thimont requested that the Clerk arrange a date in October for First Aid training to be held in the village hall. 
       
      Cllr Thimont will follow up with Richard Hewlett, the suggestion for a First Aid box be made available outside of  
      the village hall for use in an emergency.    
         
6.  Dorset Council Overview: Ward Councillor for Chesil Bank: Cllr Sally Holland  

      In Cllr Holland’s absence, Cllr Thimont presented her report.  The report will be made available to all via the Parish   
      Council website as an additional document for this meeting. 
 
      The report advised that a multi-agency team is being set up to bring together stakeholders from the emergency s  
      services to review speed and accident issues on the coast road.  Cllr Holland will provide further updates. 

 
Rowden Farm has now been allocated for lease and will be advertised as a progression farm shortly. 
 

 
 



 

 

7.  Clerk/RFO’s Report including correspondence  
 
      The Clerk reminded all councillors to undertake the online Health and Safety training that they had all been    
      booked on.  Also, Cllr Forte and Cllr Simmonds were reminded to undertake the online Cyber Security training. 
      The council has already paid for the training.  All councillors are asked to let the Clerk know when   
      they have completed the training. 
 
      The Clerk presented the current financial position of the council.  
       
       8.1 To receive the options proposed for the budget and precept for 2026/2027 
 

 Information regarding the current budget situation and the proposed budget for the coming financial year 
2026/2027 had been made available to all councillors for preparation before the meeting and to help them 
understand the precept request procedures.  
 
Cllr Thimont talked all councillors through the current year’s budget and explained the costs that are still to 
be incurred on playground equipment refurbishment and also detailed the variances due to VAT and the 
fact that the council will be reclaiming VAT spend this financial year in the next financial year.   
 
Discussions on the different financial pressures on council spending were detailed and thorough.  
Councillors agreed that the budget set for 2026/2027 was appropriate and that the precept request should 
be £15,561.14.  This represents a 5% increase on the previous year’s Band D Equivalent Charge precept of 
£62.48 to £65.60.  This additional £3.12 for the year equates to 6 pence a week.   
 
Proposed by Cllr Simmonds that the council accept the proposed budget for the year 2026/2027, Cllr Forte 
seconded and carried unanimously. 
 
Proposed by Cllr Simmonds that the Annual Precept for 2026/2027 be £15,561.14, Cllr Forte seconded, 
and carried unanimously. 

 
         8.2 Approval of invoices for payment 

                     Proposed by Cllr Simmonds and seconded by Cllr Forte and carried unanimously. 

        8.3 To note and approve the Schedule of Regular Payments  

                Proposed by Cllr Simmonds and seconded by Cllr Forte and carried unanimously. 

 
9.     Mobile Signal Update  
 

Cllr Forte reported that there was no further update.  Cllr Forte will contact The Atlas Tower Group to ask for 
information and also let them know that St Martin's Church is happy for its building to be used if it will help 
communication within the village.  Cllr Thimont reiterated that this issue was of high importance to the village. 

 
 
10. Councillors’ Portfolios:    

 
10.1 Planning: Cllr Crafter  

 



 

 

                         In Cllr Crafter’s absence, Cllr Thimont confirmed that there were no applications to consider. 

10.2 Highways/Transport: Cllr Forte  
 

    10.2.1 Update on parish council Finger Posts.     
 

Cllr Thimont confirmed that Cllr Crafter, with help from other parishioners, will be undertaking the 
work to clean and restore several fingerposts where necessary. Cllr Crafter has provided the Clerk 
with an estimate of the costs required for the refurbishment at £500.  Once the final figures have 
been confirmed, the parish council will then make an application to the Dorset Natural England 
team for a grant to help with the cost of the equipment and work involved. 
 

             10.3. Playground/ Playing Field: Cllr Thimont 
   
                          Cllr Thimont has spoken with Townsend’s who are due to undertake the refurbishment of some of the    
                         playground equipment.  They have been delayed due to the poor weather; however, they are hoping to  
                         start the work in January.  
                          
                          The Clerk confirmed that the new bin for the playground will be ordered shortly and delivered to the   
                          home address of Cllr Thimont.  
 

Cllr Simmonds and Cllr Forte enquired about having a temporary gate for the playing field when the 
existing gate was being repaired and resprayed.  Cllr Thimont will speak to Townsend’s to discuss the 
options available. 

  
10.3.1 Routine Inspections 
 

Cllr Thimont will look at organising a rota along with the other councillors. 
 

                  10.3.2 Options for playing field volunteer day in March/April 2026 
 
The Clerk confirmed that items to be painted include the slide and sections of the roundabout.  
The picnic table requires repair.  Townsends will be able to provide suitable paint for the 
equipment.  The costs will be confirmed prior to the work being undertaken.  This item will be 
discussed in more detail at the next parish council meeting in March 2026.  

 
                  10.3.3 Discuss spending requirements for the volunteer day 
 

As Item 10.3.2 above, the costs for the day will be confirmed prior to the work being undertaken.  
Additional costs may include refreshments and equipment hire. This item will be discussed in 
more detail at the next parish council meeting in March 2026.  
 

           10.4 Countryside Matters/Footpaths/Rights of Way: Cllr Forte  
  
      No current matters for discussion. 
 

          10.5 Climate and resilience: Cllr Simmonds  
 
                    10.5.1 Update on Emergency Resilience Planning.   
 



 

 

Cllr Simmonds reported that the Clerk is currently working with her to create a draft document.  The 
draft document will be distributed to all councillors for comments before being shared with other 
groups within the village for further consideration. 

 
      10.5.2 Update of surface flooding report. 
 
   Cllr Simmonds informed councillors that she and the Clerk attended a meeting with the Farming           

Wildlife Advisory Group (South West) where they confirmed that they are happy to initiate a new 
project to investigate and attempt to mitigate the issue of surface flooding in the village.  FWAG is 
a charity that works alongside Dorset Council and the Environment Agency.   

 
          10.6 IT/Website: Cllr Crafter  

 
      No current matters for discussion. 

  
          10.7 Phone Box/Bookstore/Seed Swap: Cllr Forte  
 

      No current matters for discussion. 
 

11.  Clerk’s Report  
The Clerk reported that she will be attending digital training session in the coming month on the AGAR (Annual 
Governance Report) new Assertation 10 and also on Asset Management.   

 
12.  Date of next meeting:  7pm on Thursday 12th March 2026  
 
13.  Meeting close.  
The meeting closed at 8 pm.  

 
Debbie Hollings        
Clerk/RFO     
Tel: 07840 401786  
 
 
 


