
 

 

 SHIPTON GORGE PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Shipton Gorge Parish Council was held at  
7.00pm on 29th April 2026  at Shipton Gorge Village Hall 

 
 

Councillors Present: 
Cllr Paul Thimont (Chairman)     
Cllr Elizabeth Forte 
Cllr Martine Simmonds  
Cllr Simon Crafter (Vice-Chairman) 
 
Also Present    
Ms Debbie Hollings (Clerk) 
Dorset Council Cllr Sally Holland 
Five residents of the Shipton Gorge community.                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                             
1. To Receive apologies for absence 
          No apologies received. 
 
2. Election of Chairman 

Vice Chairman Cllr Crafter took nominations for the Chairman. Cllr Paul Thimont was nominated by Cllr 
Crafter, and Cllr Forte seconded the nomination. Cllr Simmonds also approved the appointment.  There 
were no other nominations.  The new Chairman took over the running of the meeting from the Vice 
Chairman.  

 
3. Election of Vice Chairman 

Cllr Thimont nominated Cllr Crafter for the role of Vice Chairman.  There were no other nominations. Cllr           
Simmonds seconded the nomination. Cllr Forte also approved the appointment.   
 

4. To Receive Declarations of interest and requests for dispensations 
          No declarations of interests received or dispensation requests. 
 
5. Democratic Time   

Two residents raised concerns with the parish council about the safety of Shipton Road between the        
village and the A35. They believe the current 30 mph speed limit, which ends at Bonscombe Lane before 
changing to the national speed limit, should be extended along the entire route. They reported that the 
road is extremely narrow, with limited warning signage, overgrown or damaged reflective markers, eroding 
road edges, and banks being cut away. These conditions have led to vehicles scraping each other and  
several near misses. Cllr Thimont agreed to raise the matter with the Dorset Council Highways Team.  
Residents were asked to collect photographic or video evidence and send it to the Clerk at clerk@shipton-
gorge.org.uk. It was also pointed out that the roads through the village from the A35 are now being used as 
a shortcut towards the coast road.  The issue of rubbish being thrown out of cars at the point where they 
leave the A35 and enter the village was also raised. 
 
A resident asked for an update on the planning enforcement enquiry concerning land behind Brook         
Cottage in Brook Street, Shipton Gorge. Cllr Thimont explained that the Parish Council had received no 
further information since Dorset Council stated it was awaiting details from the landowners regarding the 
land and newly built structure. Dorset Council Cllr Sally Holland noted that major enforcement                     
investigations can take considerable time. Both Cllr Thimont and Cllr Holland agreed to follow up with the 
officer handling the case to seek an update on the current situation. 
 

6. Approval of minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 12th March 2026 
Cllr Simmonds proposed that the minutes were an accurate record.  Cllr Forte seconded, and all    
councillors  agreed.   
 
 



 

 

7. Matters arising since previous meeting not part of this Agenda. 
There were no matters arising. 
 

8. Dorset Council Overview: Ward Councillor for Chesil Bank: Cllr Sally Holland 
Cllr Holland presented her report.  The full report will be made available to all via the Parish Council 
website as an additional document for this meeting. 
Cllr Holland reported that safety improvements are being considered for the B3157 Coast Road. Warning 
signs identifying the route as a high-risk area have already been installed at Bridport’s Crown Roundabout 
and at Chickerell, with additional temporary signs planned along the road. Police patrols will also increase 
on Sundays and one other day each week during the summer. 

The A35 between Honiton and Bere Regis will undergo overnight maintenance closures from June to 
August. Details will be provided to the Clerk for sharing on social media and the parish website. From 
October 2026, responsibility for the A35 will return to National Highways. 

Cllr Holland also confirmed that gulley maintenance will now be carried out throughout the year rather 
than only in winter. Dorset Council has created a dedicated gulley-clearing team to help reduce flooding 
and road damage. 

A resident asked about the delayed roadworks at Miles Cross towards Symondsbury, which are expected 
to involve night-time road closures. Cllr Holland said she would investigate the reason for the delay and 
provide an update to the Clerk when more information becomes available. (Note - Further information on 
the works can be found at the following sites Vearse Farm, Bridport - Brookbanks  Start date announced 
for Miles Cross junction, Bridport | Bridport and Lyme Regis News) 

9. Chairman’s Report 
Points from the Action List for the Parish Council will be noted under their Agenda Items below. 
 
First Aid Training.  The Clerk is arranging general First Aid training to be held in the Village Hall.  This should 
hopefully take place in October.  As soon as the training date and time have been finalised, it will be 
advertised to residents.  

10. Finance 
10.1 Clerks' report including current financial position. 

The Clerk presented her report and confirmed that the 2025/2026 AGAR documentation and year-end 
financial figures had been completed. All financial records have been submitted to Anne Crowe, the 
Parish Council’s Internal Auditor, for review. She will verify the information and complete the Internal 
Auditor section of the AGAR. Once finalised, the completed documentation will be presented to the 
Parish Council for approval and the Chairman’s signature. (Note – Extraordinary Parish Council 
meeting scheduled for 22nd June 2026.) 
 
The Clerk also updated councillors on the Parish Council’s current financial position. This included 
providing documents covering the latest bank reconciliation, budget and commitments, asset 
register, VAT reclaim, and a new reserves report. 

 
10.2 Approval of invoices for payment. 
         Proposed by Cllr Thimont and seconded by Cllr Simmonds and carried unanimously. 
 
10.3 To note and approve the Schedule of Regular Payments.   
           Proposed by Cllr Thimont and seconded by Cllr Simmonds and carried unanimously. 
 
 

11. Consider quotes for Parish Council Insurance annual cover. 
Due to time constraints, the Clerk had been unable to obtain enough insurance quotes for the council to 
review and approve before the renewal deadline of 1 June 2026. The Clerk therefore requested delegated 
authority to renew the Parish Council’s insurance policy in time for the renewal date. Details of the 
renewal will be presented to councillors at the July 2026 council meeting.  
 
Proposed by Cllr Thimont and seconded by Cllr Simmonds and carried unanimously. 



 

 

12. Consider an annual donation to Bride Valley News magazine. 
         Following a short discussion, it was proposed and seconded by Cllr Crafter and Cllr Simmonds, and   
         agreed unanimously by the other councillors, that the sum of £100 be the parish council’s annual donation     
         to Bride Valley News Magazine for the year 2026/2027. 
 
13. Consider an annual donation to Bridport CAB.  Report provided 
          Following a short discussion, it was proposed and seconded by Cllr Thimont and Cllr Simmonds and                      
          agreed unanimously by the other councillors, that the sum of £150 be the parish council’s annual   
          donation to Bride Valley News Magazine for the year 2026/2027. 
 
14. Review and adopt Statutory Documents 

 Standing Orders 
 Financial Regulations 
 Code of Conduct 

 
         Proposed by Cllr Thimont and seconded by Cllr Forte, and carried unanimously, that all three Statutory     
         Documents will be adopted with immediate effect. 

 
15.  Councillors’ Portfolios:   

15.1 Planning:   
          No planning applications need to be considered. 
 
15.2 Highways/Transport:   
          Cllr Crafter reported that the damaged fence in Cuckoo Lane has now been repaired. 
 
          15.2.1 Village signage including fingerposts 

The Parish Council has contacted a local fingerpost restoration expert, and refurbishment 
work has begun on all fingerposts under the council’s responsibility. The repairs must follow 
strict restoration guidelines, meaning the project is expected to take some time to complete. 
Cllr Crafter will also publish a notice on social media seeking additional volunteers to assist 
with the project. 
 

15.3 Playground/ Playing Field:   
15.3.1 Update on the Service Level Agreement for Grounds Maintenance for the coming financial  

year 2026/2027.  Total Cost £2,380 plus VAT.  The Clerk was able to obtain one additional 
quote before confirming S Lee Garden Services as the contractor. The alternative quote 
received was for more than £5,100. 
 

                   15.3.2 Councillors to formally support the actions of the Council and Clerk/RFO in confirming  
               that S Lee Garden Services will take on the Playing Field maintenance contract for the coming   
               year. 
                 

 Proposed by Cllr Simmonds, seconded by Cllr Forte, and unanimously agreed that the council  
 would support the decision of the Chairman and Clerk/RFO to award the Playing Field   
 maintenance contract to S Lee Garden Services until the end of March 2027.                  
 

   15.3.3 Update on refurbishment of playground equipment, including the gate and rubbish bin. 
 Cllr Thimont reported that the new bin has been installed at the playing field and is being   
 emptied on a rota basis. The playing field gates have been removed and are currently with   
 Townsend’s of Bridport for repainting. All other equipment has been refurbished where  
 necessary and is now safe and usable. The equipment is scheduled for its annual inspection by  
 an independent contractor in May 2026. 

 
         15.4 Countryside Matters/Footpaths/Rights of Way:   

Cllr Thimont reported that the Clerk had received concerns from residents in Puncknowle regarding 
walkers not keeping to the designated footpath on land owned in Shipton Gorge. No further 
information on the matter has been received at this time. 



 

 

15.5 Climate and resilience: Cllr Simmonds 
    15.5.1 Update on Emergency Resilience Planning. 

  Cllr Simmonds reported that attendees at the Annual Village Assembly had been informed that   
  the Parish Council is developing a new Emergency Plan for residents. The previous plan was    
  last updated five years ago, and relevant sections have been incorporated into the new draft  
  where appropriate. The draft plan will soon be shared with other village organisations for  
  feedback, suggested amendments, and additional input.  
 

15.6 IT/Website:  
Cllr Forte reported that the Parish Council now has a new contact at Dorset Council regarding   
improvements to mobile phone coverage. Gary Littledyke, Programme Manager in the Place Delivery 
Team, contacted the council following a request for assistance from Cllr Sally Holland. 
Atlas Communications has completed a local feasibility study and advised that a 23-metre mast on 
the ridge between Shipton Gorge and Burton Bradstock may be needed to achieve full mobile signal 
coverage. Gary Littledyke has also agreed to contact an organisation that manages potential use of 
Church of England assets to explore whether equipment could be installed within the tower of St 
Martin’s Church. 

        
The Parish Council confirmed that, due to statutory transparency and data protection requirements, 
a new compliant website is needed. Discussions will be held with village organisations that currently 
use pages on the existing parish-funded website, as the current site will no longer be available. 
The council wishes to ensure that local organisations can still share information on the new website if 
they choose. In some cases, it may be more suitable for the new site to direct users to existing 
Facebook pages or external websites, such as that of the New Inn. 
The council is also considering including a community calendar on the new website for local events. 
This would be maintained by the Parish Clerk and would depend on village organisations providing 
accurate and up-to-date event information. 

 
           A separate meeting has been scheduled for the Parish Council and village organisations to discuss   
           this topic further. 
 
15.7 Phone Box/Bookstore/Seed Swap. 
           No matters for consideration. 

  
16.   Appointment of Portfolio Holders: 

The Council recognises the breadth of work and that without a full council, it can be difficult to cover all 
the portfolios effectively. 

                 Planning – Cllr Crafter 
                   Highways/Transport – Cllr Forte and Cllr Crafter 

   Climate and Resilience – Cllr Simmonds 
   Website/Social Media – Cllr Thimont 
   Defibrillator – Hillary Cunningham currently, very kindly, checks the defibrillator regularly.  Cllr                 
                                Thimont will contact Hillary to ensure that she is happy to continue in the role. 
   Playing Field/village maintenance – Cllr Thimont 
   Field maintenance contract for the coming year – Cllr Thimont/Clerk 
   Public Rights of Way/Footpaths – Cllr Forte 
   Phonebook/Bookstore/Seed Swap – Cllr Forte 

 
                   Additional -  Mobile and Broadband – Cllr Forte and Cllr Crafter. 
 
          Proposed by Cllr Simmonds and seconded by Cllr Forte and carried unanimously.        
 
17.  Date of next meeting:  Extraordinary Meeting to agree AGAR 2025/2026– set date prior to 30th June 2026.       
         The next scheduled parish council meeting will be 7 pm on Thursday, 9th July 2026.   
 
 
 



 

 

         Meeting dates for the coming year have been set for: 
  10th September 2026 
  12th November 2026 
  14th January 2027 
  11th March 2027 
  13th May 2027 Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 
 
18.  Meeting closed at 8.20 pm 

 

 

Debbie Hollings 
Clerk/RFO 
Tel: 07840 401786 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


