
 

 

SHIPTON GORGE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 A Meeting of the Shipton Gorge Parish Council took place at  
                                             7.00 pm on Thursday 9th July 2026 at Shipton Gorge Village Hall 
 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
 

Councillors Present:      Also present: 
Cllr Paul Thimont (Chair)     Debbie Hollings Clerk/RFO 
Cllr Simon Crafter (Vice-Chair)     Dorset County Councillor Sally Holland    
Cllr Martine Simmonds 
 
The meeting started at 7.00pm. 

                                                                                                                             
1. To Receive apologies for absence  

Cllr Elizabeth Forte 
 

2. To Receive Declarations of interest and requests for dispensations  
No Declarations of Interests or requests were received. 
 

3. Democratic Time  
No residents present. 
 

4. Approval of minutes of Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 29th April 2026.  
Proposed by Cllr Simmonds and seconded by Cllr Crafter and carried unanimously. 
 

5. Approval of the minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council meeting held on 22nd June 2026. 
Proposed by Cllr Simmonds and seconded by Cllr Crafter and carried unanimously. 
 

6.     Matters arising since the previous meeting not part of this Agenda.  
         The Parish Council received reports of road safety concerns on Shipton Road between the A35 and the village near  
         Innsacre Farmhouse. The Clerk was asked to forward the information to the Dorset Council Highways Team and copy  
         in Cllr Holland. 
 
         Dorset Council's Planning Enforcement OƯicer, Ash Osborne, has confirmed that the investigation into the dwelling   
         and land behind Brook Street, Shipton Gorge, is ongoing. 
 
         The Clerk is continuing to arrange a First Aid course for residents, which is expected to take place in October 2026. 
 
 7.    Dorset Council Overview: Ward Councillor for Chesil Bank: Cllr Sally Holland  
 
         Cllr Holland provided details of the 20mph consultation for the neighbouring village of Burton Bradstock.  Information  
         and how to submit a response can be found here. Public Consultation   The deadline for a response is 17th July 2026 
 
         Dorset Council has accepted £1.7 million from DEFRA to enable them to deliver the National Landscape Management  
         Plan.  Dorset Council has a statutory duty of conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of the area of outstanding  
         natural beauty. 
 
         Dorset Police are recruiting a further enforcement oƯicer to help reduce issues with anti-social behaviour on the  
         coast, specifically, Chesil and Purbeck, including problems with overnight camping during the hot weather at West  
         Bexington.  
 
        Cllr Sally Holland’s full report can be found on the Shipton Gorge Parish Council website here. 
  
8.    Chairman’s Report 
        The Chairman reminded all councillors to ensure that they review their current Register of Interest forms.  Full   
        information on how to undertake the review, which should take less than 5 minutes, was sent out to all councillors by  
        the Clerk on 6th July 2026. 
 



 

 

        Cllr Thimont advised all that he had reported, via the Dorset Council Highways Portal, three potholes and two blocked  
        gullies over the past week.  He is hopeful that these issues will be resolved shortly. 

 
9.    Finance 

9.1 Clerk's Report including current financial position. 
        The Clerk confirmed that all required documentation to complete the annual AGAR had been submitted to the  
        External Auditor and published on the Parish Council website.  

                  
                The Clerk also updated councillors on the Parish Council’s current financial position. This included providing      
                documents covering the latest bank reconciliation, budget and commitments,  and reserves report. 

 
9.2 Approval of invoices for payment  
       Proposed by Cllr Thimont and seconded by Cllr Crafter and carried unanimously. 
 
9.3 To note and approve the Schedule of Regular Payments (inc Salary payments)   
       Proposed by Cllr Simmonds and seconded by Cllr Crafter and carried unanimously. 
 

10. Agree and approve publicity and Branding material for Shipton Gorge Parish Council for use and distribution at 
the Village Fete on 8th August 2026. 

10.1 Pamphlets and vinyl banner to be reviewed.  
          Councillors proposed several amendments to the draft banners and leaflets. The Clerk will update the designs  
          and circulate them for approval. Cllr Thimont will confirm the size of the fete table to ensure a vinyl banner can  
          be fitted to the front and will also source a high-quality photograph of Shipton Gorge, possibly featuring Shipton  
          Hill, for use on one of the banners. 
 
10.2 Approve the printing of materials at the most value-for-money cost available.   
   The Clerk presented a quotation from Minuteman Printers, Dorchester, of £56.67 plus VAT for a 2m x 1m vinyl  
          banner.     
           
          As the village fete will take place before the next Parish Council meeting, councillors unanimously agreed to    
          delegate authority to the Clerk, in consultation with councillors, to keep all printing costs, including vinyl  
          banners, to a minimum, with a total budget of around £150 while ensuring best value. 
 

11. Councillors’ Portfolios:    
         11.1 Planning: Cllr Crafter 
                   No planning applications have been received. 
  
         11.2 Highways/Transport: Cllr Crafter   

     11.2.1 Update on Finger Posts  
                   Cllr Crafter reported that Rob Jacobs has begun the fingerpost refurbishment project. It was noted that one       
                   of the posts may require additional highway works. Cllr Simmonds requested that Cllr Crafter provide  
                   councillors with a report detailing all work needed to restore the fingerposts to a good standard as soon as  
                   possible. 
 

         11.3 Playground/Playing Field: Cllr Thimont 
     11.3.1 Routine Inspections 
                   Cllr Thimont confirmed that the annual PlaySafety Ltd inspection of the play equipment had been  
                   completed.  
                    
                   The Clerk requested that details of all routine play equipment inspections be forwarded to her to maintain  
                   an up-to-date inspection record. 
 
     11.3.2 Update on playground equipment and gate refurbishment.    
                   Cllr Thimont confirmed that all the refurbishments have now been completed satisfactorily. 
 

          11.4 Countryside Matters/Footpaths/Rights of Way: Cllr Forte 
                     In Cllr Fortes' absence, Cllr Thimont reported that a stile on a designated village footpath had been damaged,   
                     with sections of timber removed. The landowner has since repaired the stile. 
           



 

 

           11.5 Climate and resilience: Cllr Simmonds  
                     11.5.1 Update on Emergency Resilience Planning.   
                                   Cllr Simmonds reported that she is updating the draft Shipton Gorge Emergency Resilience Plan using  
                                   Dorset Council’s CERP template, the Clerk’s draft, and the existing Emergency Plan. Once completed,   
                                   she will arrange a meeting with interested village organisations to progress the plan and will provide an  
                                   update at the Parish Council meeting on 10 September 2026. 
 
                     11.5.2  Update on  Surface Water run-oƯ issues. 
                                    Cllr Simmonds was unable to report on any further updates as she is currently waiting to hear                       
                                    from FWAG on any progress that may have been made. Cllr Simmonds will continue to attempt to  
                                    contact  FWAG. 
 
          11.6 IT/Website/Communications: Cllr Crafter/Cllr Forte  
    11.6.1 Discuss options for an upgrade to the current website. 
                                   Cllr Thimont reported that, following discussions with local organisations about having pages on the new  
                                   Parish Council website, only one response had been received to his request for further feedback. He has  
                                   reviewed several parish council websites and identified a preferred design to use as the basis for the new  
                                   Shipton Gorge Parish Council website. 
 
                                   Councillors agreed to review the example parish council websites provided by Cllr Thimont. They will  
                                    submit their preferred option to the Clerk by Friday 24 July, after which the Clerk will obtain quotations  
                                    from three reputable parish council website providers. The quotations will be considered at the Parish  
                                    Council meeting on 10 September 2026. 
                      
          11.6.2 Mobile Signal Update 
                        The Clerk reported that Gary Littledyke of Dorset Council had responded regarding options to improve mobile  
                        phone coverage in the village. He will liaise with Vodafone and NET-CS to explore the feasibility of using St  
                        Martin’s Church to help provide a mobile signal. 
 
          11.7 Phone Box/Bookstore/Seed Swap: Cllr Forte  
                     Cllr Simmonds confirmed that the book swap was used regularly by residents. 
 
12.  Date of next meeting:  The next Parish Council meeting was confirmed to take place at 7 pm on Thursday, 10th  
September 2026.  

  
13.  Meeting close.  The meeting closed at 8.14 pm. 

Debbie Hollings        
Clerk/RFO     
07840 401786 
 


