
Gigabit Report 
 
An initial estimate of £322,000 has been received from Openreach to bring FFTP (fibre to the 
premises) to Shipton Gorge. This reflects the amount of engineering work (including road closures 
and trench digging) needed to run fibre optic cable to all properties in all parts of the village *. 
 
Openreach estimates Shipton comprises 186 premises, giving a cost of around £1,700 per property. 
However, given that only 80 expressions of interest have been received from the village, this works 
out at around £4,000 per household - way above the level of funding offered under the 
government’s voucher scheme. 
 
The company is re-examining these figures, which are valid until 10th June, but as of 28th April no 
revision was available. As Openreach has stopped accepting new community applications (- due to a 
high number of community applications) it is not clear what will happen after that date. I am trying 
to get more information on this. 
 
(* Apparently it was not known by Openreach that FFTP was available already in two village 
locations: DT6 4NJ – St Catherine’s area; DT6 4PP – Icen Lane.) 
 
 
 
 


