
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – May 2020  

What strange times we are living through?  I hope you are all keeping well and staying safe. 
 
As you know we cancelled our March meeting due to the virus situation approaching at that time, and there not 
being any urgent matters needing attention at that time.   Approval of cheques for payment were agreed by email.  
We find ourselves now in a similar, but more stringent, situation and various things have been done between the 
clerk, myself and others over the past 8 weeks that I need to report, some of which require your approval and these 
are marked in red.  So, apologies that this will be a rather long report. 
 
Our first action was to amend our Standing Orders so that the Council’s business was delegated to the clerk during 
the restrictions.  However, these have now needed to be amended again to cover how meetings might be held and 
the Council’s work continue.  A copy of these amended Standing Orders now need to be approved by councillors, so 
as soon as you receive them could you please respond so that we are complying with the legal requirement needed 
in this situation. 
 
We also need to agree on the best way forward for future parish council meetings while this current situation 
continues, which may be for some months.   The clerk and myself took part in a Zoom Tutorial hosted by DAPTC and 
attached are my notes on this.   Zoom will enable us to have virtual meetings but the main barrier, as far as I can 
see, is whether all councillors have the necessary equipment and connectiviity to take part.   The alternative would 
be in the short term at least, for us to continue to communicate and make any decisions via email.  We only have 
seven councillors at present so this might be the easier simpler option for dealing with day to day decisions.  We 
need to find a way for the public to bring items to our attention and I propose to put something in the June Bride 
Valley News, and on our website, asking those that would normally bring something up in the public participation 
part of our regular meeting, to contact the clerk or any parish councillor if they have something to bring up.   
Please let me or the clerk know your view on the best way to go forward – Zoom or emails so that we can carry on 
council business. 
 
In anticipation of what was to come, a Self-Isolation Network was set up early in March co-ordinated through the 
parish council and with the help of many other people.  There are 10 people who agreed to be initial contacts for 
those needing help, and a further 15 people willing to assist with shopping and general support during the 
lockdown.  It was envisaged this would mainly be shopping and pharmacy collections but also to provide a valuable 
link for those that were shielded or isolated alone.   On 23rd March when the lockdown started this group was ready 
and in the following weeks many people have been helped with a range of things.   During April a “Buddy Scheme” 
was added so that every household in the parish had a named contact.  Thanks must go to all those involved, and all 
the others who have been helping neighbours during this period.  Special thanks to Richard and Chris Hewlett who 
offered invaluable help in setting up and running the scheme, and to Chris Griffiths-Hardman who determinedly 
made picking up and delivering prescriptions his speciality.   Our network is registered with the Dorset Volunteer 
Group who can provide further support if required and with Neighbourhood Watch who provide liability insurance 
for all volunteers.  The scheme will run in the village for as long as necessary where there is a continuing need, 
which will be for several weeks to come.    
 
Several parish councillors were contacted by residents concerned about second home and holiday let owners 
visiting their properties against the guidelines of the lockdown.   We sent letters to two owners who had visited 
repeatedly, and this seems to have had the desired effect.   We also sent letters to those for whom we had contact 
details, and who had not visited their second homes or let their holiday cottages, thanking them for their 
consideration, and had some appreciative replies.   
 
The Playing Field has remained open for exercise but as the play equipment is not to be used, notices to this effect 
were put up.   We also reminded people to maintain social distancing when being in the field.  The older of the 
circular picnic tables has a broken seat and will need repair, but meanwhile a notice warning people not to use the 
seat has also been put up.   We have not been undertaking safety checks on equipment during this time, but these 
will resume when the play equipment can again be used. 
 
The May Parish Council meeting is also the Annual Meeting where positions of responsibility are agreed.  We have 
been told by DAPTC that at the present time we can delay this until later in the year, or even until next year, when 



meetings can again be held in something like their usual form.  Therefore, if everyone is content, the present 
positions that councillors hold will continue until an Annual Meeting can be held. 
 
We also cancelled our Litter Pick that was planned for 4th April, and it seems unlikely that we will be able to carry 
this out during the Summer due to the overgrowth on the verges, so this will not take place this year. 
 
The Annual Parish Assembly was due to take place on 20th May, but this also has been cancelled.  We were planning 
to present a draft of the Village Appraisal at this meeting but work on this has also been delayed due to the current 
situation.  It may be possible to re-schedule this for later in the year, although it seems more practical given the 
uncertainty of the situation, for us to aim to present it at the 2021 Assembly, if everyone agrees. 
 
With more people out walking, there have been various reports of footpath issues and these have been passed to 
Wally Axford, who is already dealing with them. 
 
Work on the questionnaire responses for the Village Appraisal has not progressed during this period, but thanks go 
to Tony Mallet who has offered to collate all the factual information for us.   Hopefully, this work can progress over 
the coming months. 
 
Despite self-isolating, the clerk has had to deal with what seems like endless updates on the Covid-19 situation and 
some of these have been circulated, although most of the information is widely available on various internet sites.   
She has also had various enquiries both directly and through our website and will update everyone on these in her 
report.  I did ask if any councillors felt able to act as the contact for some of these Dorset based regular updates, as 
well as those such as the Rural Bulletin, so that we do not all have to receive everything.  The idea being that one 
person would read these bulletins and just forward items of interest to Shipton Gorge to other councillors.  Nobody 
has yet come forward to take this on, so if you feel able please let me or the clerk know. 
 

Mary Boughton 
10th May 2020 
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