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Foreword 

 

In this Appraisal all the data received has been presented in factual diagrammatic form 
along with a summary of the views and opinions in individual comments, to give a simple 

view of the trends and opinions of these who answered, however this does not necessarily 
give the total view of the whole village population. 

It is important that a document such as this belongs to, and is owned by everyone in the 
parish of Shipton Gorge and we would like to thank all those who gave us factual and 

Historical information, suggestions, comments and constructive criticism. 

This 2009 Village appraisal was financed by the Parish Council and compiled by the Parish 
Plan Committee consisting of Simon Cleveland, Richard Cunningham and Peter Gates. The 

views and opinions expressed in this Appraisal are not necessarily those of the Parish 
Council or the Parish Plan Committee. All information gathered will be handled in 

accordance with the Parish Council Data Protection Registration. 
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Introduction. 

In 1979 Shipton gorge Parish Council undertook a survey of the parish which resulted in the 
publication of the first Village Appraisal. The stateŘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ǿŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ 
the parish as it is today and the views of the inhabitants as to its future, would be useful as a 
guide to the Parish council itself as well as to the County Planners and would stimulate and 
inform discussion withƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩΦ ! ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ мфуф ŀƴŘ мфффΣ 
recording the changes in the intervening 10 year intervals. 

The 1999 Parish Appraisal was a summary of the survey findings to be read in conjunction 
with the previous surveys. 

This is the 2009 Parish survey and Appraisal and whilst the stated purpose is still the same as 
the 1979 Appraisal, it has an additional purpose which is to support the Parish Plan and to 
determine the significant issues that the Parish Plan needs to address. 

Parish Plans are supported by local government as a means to determine the needs of local 
communities and to direct funding in the appropriate direction. 

Therefore the Parish Appraisal has been completed under the auspices of the Parish Plan 
Committee. A survey was compiled which was significantly more comprehensive than 
previous surveys and the option was available to complete on-line or on paper copy. 

It consisted of a Household section and a residents section, the former dealing with 
household and family factual issues and the residents section covering the views and 
opinions of all individuals. 

The option (on-line or paper) was given to all 210 properties in the village and sufficient 
forms provided for all family members which were 399 people in total as per the electoral 
roll. 

Of these 89 household responses (42%) were received (30 on-line) and 121 residents 
responses (31%) received. This is less than the 1999 survey responses, whilst total numbers 
of the ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ responses were similar; there has been an increase in population. 
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Changes in the Village Environment. 

In the last 10 years a number of significant changes have occurred which affect the fabric of 
the village and the way in which residents interact with each other and the outside world. 

Home Farm Development. 

In 2004 Home Farm was the site of significant residential development, 15 houses in what is 
now Home Farm Way and additional houses fronting Brook Street. Hence a significant 
addition to the population of approximately 12% 

New Inn Closure in 2004 and Reopening 2006 

Palmers closed the New Inn in 2004 as an unviable business. The Village faced with the loss 
of a significant social and meeting place, formed an action group, New Inn Support Ltd to 
raise funds to negotiate purchase of the lease and to refurbish the Inn much of which was 
done by village labour. With a new licensee the New Inn has been open for business for the 
last 3 years. 

The Orchard. 

A plot of land adjacent to the Church was up for sale and was purchased by a group of 
villagers with the intention of retaining the view of the Church and reinstating it to an 
Orchard which would be for use of all the villagers. That is now in place an under the charity 
called Shipton Gorge Ltd. 

Peas Hill Development. 

Magna Housing Association are in the process of building 10 additional houses behind the 
existing Magna houses on Peas Hill and on the site of the old allotments. 

Development of Heathlands 

Two houses have been built on the corner of Brook Street and Church Lane 

Traffic Increase. 

Over the last 10 years there has been a significant increase in car ownership and through 
traffic in the village. This leads to pressure on parking space and safety in the rural 
community. 

Home Delivery. 

With the increase in availability and use of the Internet over the last 10 years, more people 
are shopping on-line including supermarket food resulting in more and larger private 
delivery vans in the village and passing through. This helps elderly people particularly 
without transport but results in increased commercial traffic. 
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Technology Development (mobile phone and Internet) 

Over the last 10 years the ownership of mobile phones has increased dramatically to almost 
at least one in every household and in some cases multiple units per house. 

Shipton Gorge has particular problems and issues with mobile phone reception and the 
Internet has introduced new possibilities such as working from home and different methods 
of communications. 

Digital and Satellite Television. 

With the introduction of Satellite television and Digital terrestrial TV the reception in the 
village should have improved. It has also expanded home entertainment. 

Conservation. 

Preservation and conservation aspects such as Schedule of Ancient Monuments, Sites of 
Special Scientific Interest, Tree Protection Orders, Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas 
are largely unchanged. 

 

 Household Section 

Housing and Development 

 
Many of the properties do not fit readily into date bands, as older houses have been 
significantly renovated or built on the foundations of old cottages, cottages have been 
combined and farm buildings have been converted. There is a fair sample of concrete 
prefabricated (Woolaway) houses in the village 

Before 1900
26%

1914-1952
8%

1953-1999
49%

After 1999
13%

Other
4%

Building Development with Time
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Development in the last 10 years has been slightly higher than at any time since 1900, being 
1.3% per year, of the sample housing stock, compared with 1.07% per year during the 
period 1953-99. 

                          

Rental from Housing Association is going to increase in 2010 with the completion of the 
Peas Hill development. 

Second Homes are 8.1% of the Survey Sample 

10.5% of households in the survey sample own other property in the Parish 

'Other' Property consists of Farms, Fields, Garages and other houses  

 

                           

 

 

Own 
Home
91%

Rent 
Privately

3%

Rent from 
Housing 

Ass.
6%

Home Ownership

Bot. Gas
1%

Mains Gas
71%

Electicity
15%

Oil
10%

Solid Fuel
3%

Dist. of Main Form of Heating
(5 entries combined Elect. with Gas 

or Solid Fuel)
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Vehicle Distribution, Usage and Parking and Animals (and pets)  

              

              Virtually all vehicles are used regularly 

1)  8 Households have Motorcycles, 2 have 2 and 1 has 4 motorcycles 
2)  24 households have Bicycles 
3)  6 Households have 1 commercial vehicle each  

           
85% of Households have Off Street Parking, 12.8% do not. 

85% of Households use off Road Parking, 15% park on the road 
12% Park vehicles on the Road, even with off road parking available 
35% consider parking a problem, 59% do not, and 65 have no view 

Residents Comments;-  

Many residents have expressed concern over parking mainly in the hotspots of Peas hill and 
Chapel Street/Cuckoo lane and to some extent Brook Street. There concern was not just 
inconvenience but safety and effect on traffic flow. Some of the problem at peas Hill will be 
alleviated on completion of the building, but obstruction to deliveries and waste collection 
in all areas of the village was a concern             

No Cars
10%

1 Car
34%

2 Cars
50%

3 Cars
1%

4 Cars
5%

Distribution of Cars/Household

No Cars
18%

1 Car
47%

2 Cars
28%

3 or more
7%

Garage Space per Household
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                      Number of Households which have these Animals 

(Some households have more than one animal and several species) 

 

 

Farmers appear not to have included stock 

Other Animals;- 

Guinea pigs, hamster, fish in pond, goldfish,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aquarium Fish, 2

Birds, 2

Cats, 17

Cows, 0Dogs, 26

Goats, 0

Horses/ponies, 1

Pigs, 1 Poultry, 4

Rabbits, 1

Sheep, 3
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 Employment 
 

Total Survey Population 166 people.  77  Male, 84 Female and 4 don't know's 

 

            
 

             
                                                Voluntary Work 

Á 34% of the Survey Sample do Voluntary work 
Á The average  time spent doing voluntary work 

                           of those that do it, is 5.82 hours per week 
 
 
                           Sample of People  in Work  -  64 individuals 

Retired
55%

Employed F/T
19%

EmployedP/T
7%

Self Employed
6%

Unemployed
4%

F/T Education 
16+
1%

F/T Education 
5-16
4%

Under School 
Age
3%Voluntary work 

'only'
1%

Male Employment

Retired
64%

Employed F/T
13%

EmployedP/T
10%

Self Employed
1%

Unemployed
2%

F/T Education 
16+
0%

F/T Education 
5-16
6%

Under School 
Age
2%

Voluntary 
work only

2%

Female Employment
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Employment Type is evenly mixed. 
ΨhǘƘŜǊΩ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ƳƛȄ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎΣ tƻƭƛŎŜΣ leisure, kitchen staff, fitters, 
solicitor, health & Safety, manager, Estate Agent, tour guide, driver. 

 

 

Home
19%

Shipton Gorge
3%

Bridport
28%

West Dorset
25%

Dorset
11%

Other UK
12%

Other EU
0%

Elsewhere
2%

Location of Employment

Agriculture
5% Education

4%

Retail
10%

Technology
2%

Financial Services
3%

Child Care
0%

Nursing & Health
15%

Carer
4%Tourism

13%

Construction
3%

Local Gov.
2%

Arts & Crafts
1%

Journalism
0%

Manufacture
10%

Armed Forces
2%

Other
27%

Nature of Employment
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Education 

Number of Students attending each College from Survey  

Sample.   Total - 8 

Å   Beaminster - 0 
Å   Burton Bradstock - 3  
Å   Litton Cheney - 0 
Å   Loders - 0 
Å   Sir john Colfax - 1 
Å   Weymouth College - 1 
Å   Woodroffe College - 0 
Å   Yeovil - 0 
Å   St Catherine's primary School Bridport 2 
Å   Buck's University ς 1 

 
Means of Travel to various locations. 

(Small sample) 

Å  Burton Bradstock - School bus 
Å Sir john Colfax - School Bus 
Å  Weymouth - School Bus and own Car 
Å  St Catherine's Bridport - Family Car - not shared  

Other;- 
Thorners, Litton Cheney should be SG local school? 
2 children attend St Catherine's Primary School, Bridport 
 
 

                                                                         

 Children who will start Primary Education in the next 5 years 

 
From sample only 1 child due to start school in 2012 
Entry of 4 in 2014 discounted as speculative!  
 
 
 

Number in full time Education 
 
From sample only 4 in full time education.  
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People who have attended since 1999 or currently attending an Adult Education Course. 
 

                                 
 

Typical courses residents have attended include sailing, embroidery, work related courses, 
IT appreciation and computer courses. Locations include Bridport, Somerset and Kingston 
Maurward. 

 
 
What would encourage People to Attend Adult Education  

 
Suggestions included online courses, free or grant assisted education, specific computer courses and 
specific interests. If not online people were looking for courses held in the village or within walking 
distance (Burton Bradstock) and not just in the daytime. Subjects that were available were aimed at 
the elderly. 

        

                                

When asked specifically would courses in the village help was similar to above, i.e., 
lukewarm.  It would help people that cannot travel and would need to be in addition to the 
current Yoga, Keep fit, painting and gardening pursuits that are currently available. 

yes
27%

No
37%

No Entry
36%

Adult Education since 1999

Yes
28%

No
31%

No Entry
41%

Would Courses in the Village 
Help
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Use of Village Services 

 

 

Yes
5%

No
56%

No Entry
39%

People conducting courses on 
line
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The Burton Bradstock Post Office service and the delivery of milk and papers were described 
as excellent. A weekly Fish Van service was mentioned. 
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Mobile Phone and TV/Radio Survey

 

Reception Summary 

Å 02 - Poor /unusable 
Å Orange -  Poor /Unusable 
Å Tele Mobile - Unusable 
Å T-Mobile - Half were good/Adequate 
Å Virgin - 7 good others Poor 
Å Vodaphone - Unusable 
Å T-Mobile and Virgin had best performance  
Å But that may be due to location in Village  

Due to the geography of Shipton Gorge any mobile signal from a mast not directly in the 
village is going to be masked giving poor reception. T-Mobile and Virgin give the best 
reception and they use the same transmission. Views were expressed both for and against 
siting a mast in the village.   

 

 

 

 

 

Orange
26%

Tele Mobile
1%Three

0%

T-Mobile
19%

Virgin
18%

Vodaphone
14%

Other
3%

O2
19%

Mobile Phone Service Providers
(Sample 119 phones)
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Again due to the topography of the village the reception in the village will be variable and 
people report that even with the switchover to Digital terrestrial transmission the reception 
varies excellent to appalling. It is much the same with FM transmission, but people want the 
FM for its quality of sound. Some people have trouble with the Broadband speed for 
Internet TV. 
 

Computer and Internet Access. 
 

                          
 
 
 

                             
 
 

Yes
57%

No
21%

More 
than one

12%

No Entry
10%

Home Computor Ownership

None
6%

Home Dial 
Up
2%

Home 
Broadband

62%

Home 
Mobile 

Broadband
1%

Work
7%

No Entry
22%

Access to the Internet
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                             18 Households have both Desktops and Laptops 

 

Download Speed varies widely across the village, but generally between 1 and 3.2 mbps and 
upload between 0.35 and 1.9mbps and although providers generally offering 8mbps and the 
village being only 2 miles from the Burton Bradstock exchange hub it rarely achieves this 
without a perfect line and extra equipment.  
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The main issues with communication in Shipton Gorge are the poor mobile pone reception 
which can affect business and emergency calls as well as general social communication, 
hence the importance of at least an emergency public telephone line. It also obviously 
affects tradesmen working in the village managing there business. 

Broadband speed is generally considered adequate for the purposes of most villagers except 
for internet TV. 

Digital TV is now improved by the switchover and improved signal however in severely 
masked areas a service is provided by satellite freeview or Sky. 
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Population Demographics. 

 
All personal data provided is being held in accordance with the Parish Council Data 
protection Act Registration 
 

 

Distribution by Sex. 

Female - 60;   Male - 51 and 10 people no response. 
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Use of the Facilities and Organisations in the Village                                                                                                                

 

 

The significant number of no responses make the actual sample about half (50-60) of the 121 returns
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                            The significant number of no responses make the actual sample about half (50-60) of the 121 returns
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/ƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΥ- 

 

Most of the issues around the use of facilities were related to convenience, i.e., the timing 
when open or operating and if they are kept up to date. Daytime classes and events are not 
convenient when people are working. 

Other comments were about the individual facilities and are included elsewhere under the 
specific topic. 

 

The New Inn 

Survey Results 

Sample is 121 from a population of approximately 390 

From the sample:- 

1)   71% use the pub, 22% do not use the pub and 7% are underage or rarely use it 

2)   86% want to keep the pub in the village, 4% do not want the pub, the rest not bothered, 
or no comment. 

3)    If the pub developed more as a restaurant, 11% think this a good thing, 50% think it a 
bad thing with 36% it makes no difference. The remainder are no entry.  

 

Comments as to what could make the New Inn more attractive to them and encourage 
them to use it more:- 

A wide range of comments and suggestions have been made which have been passed on to 
the New inn Support Ltd. for consideration.  The suggestions range across all the issues of 
taste, style, social interaction, atmosphere and presentation and because of individual 
preferences are often at opposite ends of the spectrum. 

 

Comments from people as to if ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ LƴƴΣ ǿƘȅ ƴƻǘΚ 

The responses from the use of facilities question suggest fewer people use the New Inn than 
the 71% of the sample claimed in the specific New Inn questions. However at least 22% 
were positively not using the Inn and for many of these people it was not part of their social 
life due to beliefs, non drinkers, budget, mobility and age issues etc. Others found that for 
various reasons it did not meet their preferences, again these comments have been passed 
to NISL.


